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God’s Big Picture 
An overview of the Bible in eight weeks 
 
Part 6: The Present Kingdom  
 
The time has come 
 
Jesus fulfils the promises of the Old Testament.  
 
Matthew 1:1 (Gen 12; 2 Samuel 7) 
 
Mark 1:2-3 cites the promise of Malachi and Isaiah that messenger 
would precede the coming of the King. Mark goes on in verse 4 to 
identify that messenger as having come in John the Baptist. Then Jesus 
comes, ‘proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he 
said, “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good 
news!”’ The time has come. The reality long awaited and promised has 
arrived in Jesus Christ.  
 
Fulfilment in Christ 
 
All of this means we ought not to look for the fulfilment of the promises 
of the Old Testament apart from Jesus. He is the fulfilment the prophets 
looked for.  
 
         Promise                                  Fulfilment in Christ 
 
 
“For the New testament the interpretation of the Old Testament is not 
‘literal’ but ‘Christological’. That is to say that the coming of Christ 
transforms all the kingdom terms of the Old Testament into gospel 
reality.” Grahame Goldsworthy 
 
Therefore Jesus is God’s kingdom, God’s place and God’s rule. 
 
God’s Kingdom 
 
-Jesus: the true Adam 
 
Luke 3:21-28- Jesus baptism: expresses solidarity with Adam’s race, his 
genealogy show he is Adam’s descendant 
Romans 5:19- Jesus is a second and last Adam who obeys where Adam 
sinned, and dies to pay the price for the sins of Adam’s race.  
 
 

Notes 
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Adam        Sin                      Condemnation/Death 
 
 
The one                                                                Adam 
 
        The Human  
The Many                                                               Race 
 
 
Christ                               Righteous                              Justification/Life 
                                            Act 
 
The one          Christ 
 
                                                                                 The  
The Many                                                        Christian 
 
 
-Jesus: the true Israel 
Matthew 2:15 (quoting Malachi 11:1) Who is Malachi talking about? 
Matthew 4:1-11 (quoting Deuteronomy 8:3; 6:16; 6:13) Who is God 
speaking to and in what context? 
Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus selects 12 disciples. Why 12? 
 
Romans 4:16; Galatians 3:26- Who are the true children of Abraham? 
 
God’s Place 
 
-Jesus: the true temple 
What was the temple for? 
John 2:19-21- What is the real temple? 
John 4:21-24- Where must we go to meet God now? 
 
God’s Rule and Blessing 
 
-Jesus introduces the new covenant 
How does Jesus relate to the Old Covenant? Matthew 5:17 
Galatians 3:13-14 explains that the death of Jesus ensures that believers 
have been redeemed from the curse of the broken law because he 
‘became a curse for us’. 
The death of Jesus ushers in the New Covenant (1 Corinthians 11:25; 
Hebrews 9:15) 
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-Jesus is the new king 
The prophets spoke of the coming of a king who would be the 
descendant and heir of David.  
Matthew 12:22-28 What conclusion do the crowds draw? How does 
Jesus show the kingdom (the kingly rule of God) has come? 
 
-Jesus if the source of God’s blessing 
Genesis2:3, Exodus 20:11: What is the goal of creation?  
Matthew 11:28- Where do we find true rest? 
Israel had a time of  ‘rest’ in the land, but this was soon shattered by 
disobedience and judgment.  
Jesus endured wrath and judgment, passing through death into life in the 
resurrection, that we might receive new life from him, peace with God,  
and the peace of God that passes understanding. 
 
The cross: salvation through substitution 
 
Luke 24:7, 26, 45- Note the word, ‘must’. Why was the cross necessary? 
1 Peter 3:18; Romans 3:21; 1 John2:2- What does the cross achieve? 
 
-Facets of the Cross 
1 Peter 1:18-19: Redemption  
 
2 Corinthians 5:18: Reconciliation 
 
Romans 3:23-24: Justification 
 
Colossians 2:15: Conquest 
 
The Four Gospels 
 
-Matthew: Jesus is the Christ of the Old Testament Scriptures 
 
Matt. 1:22; 2:15, 17 
 
-Mark: Jesus is the Suffering Servant who calls us to suffer too 
 
Mark 8:29, 31, 34 
 
-Luke: Jesus is the Saviour of the world 
 
All types and classes are impacted by Jesus in Luke- men women, jews 
and Gentiles, slaves rich men children adults. All receive the grace of 
God in Christ.  
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-John: Jesus is the Son of God who gives eternal life 
 
John 8:12; 14:6 John 20:31 
 
 
Bible Study 
 
Read Luke 1:39-80; 2:25-32 
 
 
What do the words of  Mary, Zechariah and Simeon teach us about the 
salvation Jesus brings? 
 
 
 
How do they point to the fulfilment of the following Old testament 
passages? 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 
 
2 Samuel 7:11-16 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Isaiah 42:5-7 
 
Isaiah 49:5-7 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
Malachi 3:1 
 
How should we respond? 
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